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We all EAT…

Source:  Roni Mocan, http://www.rj-studio.com/Roni/source/comidas.htm



…food

Source: http://www.good.is/post/state-s-favorite-foods/



from farms…



…grown by farmers (& ranchers)

…and fishermen/women



So where are they?



Trends of US Farms over time



Massachusetts Agriculture



Direct Market Sales in MA
Direct Market Sales 2012 US Ranking

OPERATIONS WITH DIRECT MARKET SALES 2,206 24

SALES, MEASURED IN $ 47,909,000 5

SALES, MEASURED IN $ / OPERATION 21,717 3

SALES, MEASURED IN % OF FARM OPERATIONS 28.4 4

SALES, MEASURED IN % OF FARM SALES 9.7 3

County
Sales 
(Million $)

Ranking all US 
Counties

Worcester 10.585 6th

Middlesex 8.404 10th

Agri-Tourism 2012 2007% Change

Farms - AG TOURISM & RECREATIONAL SERVICES 270 112 141%

Income - AG TOURISM & RECREATIONAL SERVICES 1,803,000 1,012,000 78%

County Sales (Million $)
Ranking all 
US Counties

Worcester 5.393 5th

Middlesex 3.746 16th

CSA's by County Farms
Ranking all 
US Counties

Middlesex 88 1st (tie)

Hampshire 65 5th

Worcester 61 7th

Franklin 59 9th



Demand for Local Food is Growing

Local food sales were valued at 

$11.7 billion in 2014, 

up from $5 billion in 2008. 



But…New England lacks self-sufficiency
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Percent Local Production by 
Commodity in New England

* of the 37% vegetables produced, over 80% are starches (ie, potatoes)

*



New England farmers are aging…fast

We need over 10,000 new and beginning farmers

1.4 million acres of farmland at risk



Aging Farmers in Massachusetts

In Massachusetts, > 92% of farm operators age 65+ don’t have anyone 
under the age of 45 working with them



Climate Change



Impact on Future Farmers



Interested new farmers need skills…



New Entry is growing 
the next generation of New England farmers…

…so that New England has a resilient regional food system



Overview of New Entry
Mission: To improve our local and 
regional food systems by training 

the next generation of farmers to 

produce food that is sustainable, 

nutritious, and culturally-

appropriate and making this food 

accessible to individuals regardless 

of age, mobility, ethnicity, or 

socio-economic status. We provide 

critical training, career 

development, and economic 

opportunity to new farmers.

Our Strategic Goal: To increase by 
15% the number of economically 

viable, environmentally sustainable, 

and resilient farmers, small and 

scalable, by 2022.

Audience: Diverse producers:  





Jorge’s Story



Our results:  over 67% of farmers in our program are still farming after 5 years



Key Characteristics of Successful 
Farmers and Ranchers
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Support involves:

Understanding landscape of service providers and whom 

to ask for help.

Farmland access and lease support.  Affordable 

Housing.

Ongoing production support, financial analysis, and 

technical assistance.

Market development – continual education of consumers.

Peer/network support.

Supporting Producers in their Journey



Our Results

Sold $2+ 
million of 
produce 
in local 
economy

450+ 
farm 
business 
plans

60+ 
land 
matches

2,000 
farmers 
trained

Pioneer in incubator farm training + national leader



Central Training 
Farm

Expand 
Regionally

Replicate 
National 
Programs

Our Future Goals

Train over 1,500 farmers in next five years



What you can do to create, cultivate 
and conserve a sense of place for 

future farmers…

• Eat locally

• Grow some food

• Advocate for change 
– active citizens

• Help keep active 
farmland & farmer 
housing affordable

• Support New Entry!

• Volunteer 



Drive your way to change…

Available  NOW in RMV branches !



Mustache



Preserving Community



New Entry Sustainable Farming Project
www.nesfp.org


